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To start with: What means sustainability?

• In 1987, the United Nations Brundtland Commission defined sustainability as 

“meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.”

• Often understood as initiatives in the area of environment, health & safety and 

economy but NGOs focus on environmental progress

• Stakeholders now refer to the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES IN EUROPE

http://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.pdf


Which target group?

• Much debate on whether the limited resources we have should be used to reach

out to the broader public and whether there is a need for it.

• Local community: Social licence to operate, full transparency, access to

information, communication with local community, brochures on how to be a

good neighbour.

• Policy makers: Establish and maintain communication channels with local

decision makers in charge of land-use planning and permitting procedures;

debate on aggregates taxation/levy.

• Industry: Internal exchange of good practice, celebrating front-runners during

Award Ceremonies.

• NGOs: Valuable partners with expertise and contacts to decision-makers.
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Different approach

• To be sustainable, operations do not need to be stopped or reduced

• The objective is to adapt operations and create new concepts such as temporary

nature and compatibility with nature

• Aggregates extraction is a temporary activity; different to permanent land-use

and soil sealing

• Recycling is not a threat but a business opportunity

• Our industry could be climate neutral and offers possibilities for the production of

renewable energy

-> The Aggregates Industry is part of the solution
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Primary aggregates (sand, gravel, 
crushed rock)

Secondary aggregates (recycling, 
manufactured)

Habitats hosting 
endangered/protected plant and 
animal species

Renewable energy

AGGREGATES INDUSTRY: CHANGING BUSINESS MODEL
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PUBLICATIONS



Voluntary Guidances

SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES IN EUROPE

https://www.aggregates-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/UEPG_HS_Tool_Box_-_7_-_Works_at_Height2.pdf
https://www.aggregates-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/UEPG_End_of_Waste_Guidance.pdf
https://www.aggregates-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Code_of_conduct_With_signatures_Digital_low_res.pdf


Voluntary Commitments – Roadmap or Vision
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https://www.aggregates-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/UEPG-Roadmap2030_Web.pdf
https://www.aggregates-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Aggregates-Europe-UEPG-Roadmap-on-Climate-Change-2023.pdf
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• Policy Compass to 

Aggregates

• Does not list our priorities 

but displays all the policy 

areas of impact

• Uses the terms and legal 

initiatives of politicians

• Explains where we as 

industry can make a 

difference if we get what it 

needs for

• Implementation is in the 

centre of attention



Case studies – learning from each other

• More than 300 case studies online

• Aggregates Europe – UEPG is developing biodiversity 
indicators
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https://www.biodiversitaet-sichern.de/user/login
https://www.aggregates-europe.eu/publications/case-studies/


Open Door events

• Link with EU and national 

events
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https://mineralsdays.eu/


Award schemes: 

Celebrating European Rock Stars
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• High-level EU and national 

key note speakers

• Independent Jury

• 67 entries from 15 countries

• Publication of all best 

practice examples

• 230+ participants



New Zealand is a front-runner on events!

New Zealand

Population IOQ/AQA event

5 million 750 participants

The bar is high for Europe

Population Awards Ceremony

500 million 75,000 participants

FUTURE EVENTS ON SUSTAINABILITY



FUTURE EVENTS ON SUSTAINABILITY



Square de Meeûs 40, 1000 Brussels 

secretariat@aggregates-europe.eu

EU Transparency Register: 15340821653-49

www.aggregates-europe.eu
 

UEPG (European Aggregates Association)  

  
 

UEPG European Aggregates Association 
 

 @UEPG_Aggregates

THANK YOU!

UEPG_Agg

https://www.instagram.com/uepg_agg/

	Slide 1: Sustainability Initiatives  in Europe
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15

